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The missionaries in England continued to
protest against this principle of neutrality but the
Government persisted in its policy of non-inter-
ference. Queen Victoria in her famous Procla-
mation made in 18 5 8 at the time when the Govern-
ment of India was transferred from the East India
Company to. the Crown, reaffirmed the principle
of non-interference as follows:

"Firmly relying ourselves on the truth of
Christianity, and acknowledging with gra-
titude the solace of religion, we disclaim
alike the right and the desire to impose our
convictions on any of our subjects. We
declare it to be our Royal will and pleasure
that none be in anywise favoured, none
molested or disquieted by reason of their
religious faith or observances, but that all
alik<e shall enjoy the equal and impartial
protection of the law; and we do strictly
charge arid enjoin all those who may be in
authority under us that they abstain from
all interference with the religious belief or
worship of any of our subjects, on pain of
our highest displeasure."1

1 Eugene Stock, op. cit.> pp. 24Z-43.